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1. IN A CONVERSATION ON JANUARY 25, LARGELY DEVOTED TO OTHER 
TOPICS, WITH VAN YPERSELE (SENIOR ADVISOR TO THE LAST TWO 
BELGIAN FINANCE MINISTERS), WE EXPRESSED OUR APPRECIATION FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTIVE ATTITUDE OF THE BELGIANS ON JACKSON-NUNN AND 
BURDENSHARING FOR NATO. 

2. VAN YPERSELE CONFIRMED BELGIAN DESIRE TO BE HELPFUL. HE 
SAID THAT,*IN ANY EVENT, GIVEN THE 22 MONTH PERIOD AVAILABLE 
UNDER THE JACKSON-NUNN AMENDMENT, THERE WOULD BE NO PROBLEM 
EVEN IN NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES IN COVERING BOP IMPACT OF US 
FORCES IN BELGIUM. IN THE CASE OF NATO BUDGETS ANY INCREASE IN 
BELGIAN SHARE WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE LARGE IN ABSOLUTE 
TERMS. HE EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, THAT THE BELGIANS WOULD NOT 
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ACCEPT AN OBLIGATION TO COVER IN MILITARY PURCHASES MORE THAN 
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THE AMOUNT OF US MILITARY EXPENDITURES IN BELGIUM. BY THE 
SAME TOKEN, HE SAID THE BELGIANS WERE NOT INTERESTED 
IN A MULTILATERAL APPROACH TO THE BOP PROBLEM. HE POINTED 
OUT THAT SINCE THE BRITISH COULD NOT BE OF MUCH ASSISTANCE 
A MULTILATERAL APPROACH WOULD BOIL DOWN TO AN ARRANGEMENT 
INVOLVING THE FRG AND BENELUX. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO OUR REITERATION THE US DESIRE FOR A 
MULTILATERAL APPROACH, VAN YPERSELE CONFIRMED THAT HE WAS 
AWARE OF OUR DESIRES BUT, EXCEPT FOR DEALING WITH NATO 
BUDGET COST, HE DID NOT THINK A MULTILATERAL APPROACH 
WAS POSSIBLE. STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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